
Sexuality and the United Methodist Church 

Sundays, 9:30 a.m., February 22 – March 22 

Fellowship Hall, Williamsburg United Methodist Church 

Session I  February 22 – Introduction -- Sexuality and the UMC: Two Perspectives 

   Including video clips from the Virginia UMC Day of Holy Conversation 

Session II  March 1 – A Third Perspective, and a Turn to Scripture 

   Resources from the Virginia UMC Day of Holy Conversation; 

   Comments from the Rev. Dr. Richard Soulen 

Session III  March 8 – What the UMC Says: How We Got Here, Where We Are Going 

   Reflections from Bishop Peter Weaver 

Session IV  March 15 – Back to the Bible: Scripture under Scrutiny 

   Examination of Frequently Cited Scriptures 

Session V  March 22 – Tying it Together: The Biblical Story, The Church’s Story, Our Stories 

   Reflections from Our Congregation; Consideration of Next Steps 

 

++++++ 

 

Touchstones for Creating Hospitable Space from Day of Holy Conversation 

(Adapted from the Center for Courage and Renewal)  

 Be 100% present, extending and presuming welcome. Set aside the usual distractions of things 

undone from yesterday, things to do tomorrow. Welcome others into this place and presume you are 

welcome as well.  

 Listen deeply. Listen intently to what is said, listen to feelings beneath the words. As Quaker Douglas 

Steere writes “To listen another’s soul into life, into a condition of disclosure and discovery – may be 

almost the greatest service that any human being ever performs for another.”  

 It is never “share or die.” You will be invited to share in pairs, small groups, and in large circle. The 

invitation is exactly that. You will determine the extent to which you want to participate.  

 No fixing. We are not here to set someone else straight or to help right another’s wrong. We are here 

to witness the mystery of community as reflected in the stories we share.  

 Suspend judgment. Set aside your judgments. By creating a space between judgments and reactions, 

we can listen to another person, and to ourselves, more fully.  

 Identify assumptions. By identifying our assumptions, which are usually transparent, we can set 

them aside and open the sharing and learning to greater possibilities.  

 Speak your truth. You are invited to say what is in your heart, trusting that your voice will be heard 

and your contribution respected. A helpful practice is to use “I” statements.  

 Practice confidentiality care. We create a safe space by respecting the nature and content of stories 

shared. If anyone asks that a story shared be kept in confidence, the group will honor that request.  

 Turn to wonder. If you find yourself disagreeing with another, becoming judgmental, or shutting 

down in defense, try turning to wonder: “I wonder what brought her to this place?” “I wonder what 

my reaction teaches me?” “I wonder what he’s feeling right now?”  



from Virginia Conference Day of Holy Conversation on Sexuality and The United Methodist Church 

“In light of concerns being expressed in different areas of the connection of The United Methodist Church and in 

society as a whole regarding human sexuality, how can we move forward in mission and ministry together?” 

A Message from the Bishop:  

The issues relating to human sexuality have been very difficult to The United Methodist Church for 

many years. Though we think that this is not a primary thing in our church, this issue has been dividing 

our churches, and we have been experiencing pain. Now, we reach the point that some people start 

saying that the time of amicable separation has come. In this situation I think it will be very important to 

have a time to sit together, to share one another, and to try to find a way to be one in mission in our 

conference.  

My expectation for this conversation is to seek and find a way to deal with this issue in a different 

way. Is there any way for us to move from political battle to prayerful discernment? Is it impossible for 

the people with different understandings to respect each other and move forward in God’s mission? Is 

there any room in each of us to listen and reflect upon the other side’s stories? How can we restore a 

respect for the discerning process of the church even though the decision of the church is different from 

my opinion?  

One of the reasons this issue is more serious and difficult is a different understanding and 

interpretation of the Scripture. Both sides argue on the basis of Scripture. So, this issue is more than a 

different understanding on human sexuality. This is related to a different understanding on the authority 

and the interpretation of the Scripture.  

Though we have differences in our understanding on this issue, I believe that all of us are seeking the 

truth, God’s truth on this matter. And I believe that truth will prevail in the end. In Jesus’ death and 

resurrection we confirmed that God’s truth would prevail in the end. For the time being truth may seem 

to lose, but God’s truth will prevail in God’s time. All of us are on the journey of seeking and following 

God’s truth.  

I still remember what I have heard from my Old Testament professor in my first year at Methodist 

Theological Seminary in Seoul Korea. He told us that conviction was important, but if our conviction was 

not open to truth, our conviction would easily lead us to self-righteousness.  

Can we not open our conviction to the truth, our Lord Jesus Christ who is still alive and leads our 

churches through the Holy Spirit? Can we not stop labeling the other side and pray for each other that we 

may be more humble in discerning the guidance of our Lord? Can we truly apply our faith, hope and love 

in this matter?  

For many times we have used this kind of conversation to advertise one side’s agenda. That was the 

reason we have lost the trust in our discerning process. This time we tried to do our best to be fair in 

preparing for this conversation. Now, I appeal to you to pray for this conference-wide conversation. This 

issue is too sensitive, too complicated and too divisive. And we, The United Methodist Church, are a global 

church. The decision we make here will impact the mission of fellow United Methodist churches on the 

other side of the earth. I think without God’s help, we human beings cannot handle this complicated issue 

properly and wisely. Please, please pray for this conversation.  

My prayer is that with God’s help and intervention our gathering may be a blessing to all of us.  

One more time I appeal you: Please pray for this conversation.  

In our Lord,  

Young Jin Cho 


